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August 23, 2012 

To the parents of: 

Child’s First and Last Name 

Street Address 1 

Street Address 2 

Philadelphia, PA ZIP 

 

 

Location # __________________ (School Number) 

   

Dear__________________ (School) Parent(s): 

 

This report is a summary of________________ (School)’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) results. Adequate Yearly Progress 

measures whether each school has met the improvement goals established by the Federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 

(NCLB). The purpose of AYP is to ensure that all students have reading and math skills that prepare them for the future. For a 

school to "meet AYP," students in the school must meet goals in three areas: (1) Academic Performance, (2) Test Participation-

the number of tested students, and (3) Attendance (for schools without 12
th

 grade) or Graduation (for high schools). 

 

 _______________________ (School) (DID OR DID NOT) make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). __________________ 

(School) is in ________________ (Actual School Improvement Status) in 2012-2013 based on the following AYP indicators 

from the 2011-2012 school year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions about the school’s AYP status, please contact the school directly. 

 

 

How _________________________(SCHOOL) compares with other schools in the district and in the state on the 2012 

Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 
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Please note that the above is reported from draft data.  Please visit http://paayp.emetric.net for the final data, once available.  

Met Test Participation Target Yes or No 

Met Academic PerformanceTargets Yes or No 

Met Attendance/Graduation Targets or 

Improvement 

Yes or No 

http://paayp.emetric.net/
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What is School Improvement? 

A school that does not make AYP two or more years in a row is placed in “School Improvement” by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education. School Improvement is a program that provides support to students and schools. In some cases, a 

school might be required to change staff or change the way it is managed. All supports and changes are designed to improve 

student achievement at the school. A school must make AYP two years in a row to get out of School Improvement. 

 

What is School Improvement Status? 

School Improvement Status is determined by how many years a school has or has not made AYP. Below is a list of the School 

Improvement Statuses with the supports and possible school changes for each: 

 
Not in School Improvement: Schools in School Improvement: 

Made AYP:  

The school met AYP and was not in School 

Improvement the previous year. 

 

Making Progress:  

School met its AYP target, but was in School Improvement or Corrective Action the previous year. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education considers this school to have met AYP for one year, but 

the school is still in its 2010-2011 status.  If the school that is Making Progress makes AYP again 
this year, it will get out of School Improvement. 

Warning:  

The school did not meet AYP for one year. The 
school is not in School Improvement; no additional 

support is provided to the school. 

 School Improvement I:  

The school has not met AYP for two years in a row. Parents of eligible students are given a School 
Choice option. 

  School Improvement II:  

The school has not met AYP for three years in a row. The school receives the same supports as a 

school in School Improvement I, plus Supplemental Educational Services, such as tutoring, are 

made available to eligible students. 

 Corrective Action I:  

The school has not met AYP for four years in a row. The school is entitled to the same supports as 

in School Improvement I and II PLUS significant changes may occur at the school in school 
leadership, curriculum, and professional development. 

 Corrective Action II:  

The school has not met AYP for five years in a row. The school receives the same supports as 
outlined in all other School Improvement Statuses PLUS there are significant changes in how the 

school is managed. 

 

Actions to be taken to improve achievement 

Because the school is in a level of school improvement for 2012-2013, your child will be eligible to apply for School Choice in 

Spring 2013. Children who attend schools that just entered School Improvement I will be eligible to apply for School Choice in 

August 2012. Parents will receive more information through a separate communication. Students in schools that have been 

identified as being in a status of School Improvement II or lower may be eligible for Supplemental Educational Services. 

Parents will receive more information in a separate letter. 

 

School Choice and Supplemental Educational Services are only two of the ways through which The School District of 

Philadelphia (District) shows its commitment to providing every child with a better education.  The District remains committed 

to improving student achievement and to making all of our schools “schools of choice.”  Towards that end, the District is 

implementing the following programs/ initiatives: 

 Providing principals autonomy to select programs for their students in response to the school’s data 

 Aligning curriculum to the Common Core standards 

 Providing the necessary professional development on the curricula and on using data 

 Developing improvement plans with the schools that have specific Action Plans that address areas of need 

 

How parents can become involved 

Parents are not only critical to a student’s success, but to the success of the school as well.  NCLB recognizes this by detailing 

the parents’ responsibilities in becoming active members of the school community.  Under NCLB, parents are to be a part of 

the school’s improvement processes.  Parents are to help create the school’s Family Involvement Policy, the school’s roadmap 

to increasing parental involvement and building capacity among parents to help their children achieve at high 

standards.  Parents are also to help write the school’s Comprehensive  Plan (School Plan), the plan to raise student achievement 

in the school.  It is clear that parents, as well as school, district, and state staff, are accountable for raising student achievement. 

  

In addition to becoming involved in drafting the School’s Comprehensive Plan and Family Involvement Policy, there are 

various other school- and district-based programs in which you can become involved.  You can become more involved in your 

child’s school by: 

 Providing a safe and healthy learning environment at home; 

 Engaging in open and constant communication with teachers and other school staff; 

 Volunteering at the school;  

 Supporting and continuing instruction in the home; 



 Participating in various parent and group initiatives such as School Advisory Councils, Parents Are “R” Equal 

Partners (PREP), and Parent University; and, 

 Becoming active in the community.  

 

For more information about the above parental involvement activities, please contact your child’s school or the Office of 

Parent, Family, Community Engagement at 215-400-4180. 

  

For additional information or if you have any questions, please contact your child’s school. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Thomas E. Knudsen 

 

 

Translated versions of this document are available at: www.philasd.org/translation (search word “Accountability”) 

 

http://www.philasd.org/translation

